
YEARS  OF 20
CREATING 
CITIES
FOR ALL.

text

Public Life
Studies

What if everything we did in our
cities was great for an     -year-old

and a         -year-old? 

In                                 led Toronto’s first PLS’s in St. James Park and Berczy Park with Gehl.
The                  team grows, and                 expands its partnerships and gains growing

international recognition through thought leadership in city building .

2005
              Cities, originally

called Walk & Bike For
Life,  is born and

founded by Gil Peñalosa,  

2009-2010 2010-2014
               Cities
Growth Begins

In                                Cities 
is rebranded from 

Walk & Bike For Life.

2015
Gil steps down as

Executive Director and
new programs emerge

2017-2018
Amanda O’Rourke becomes Executive Director
and conducts study trips to Copenhagen &
Australia.

2020-2022
Pandemic Years: Adopted a virtual workplace while taking
part in new pop-up projects.

2019
New international and

local Activities,
introducing our first ever

School Streets Pilot

2023-2025
Increased Visibility and
Local Impact

2026

Wintermission

aarp
Work with RWJF (Wintermission)
and AARP (Age Friendly Parks and

Public Spaces) launches

New Canadian
Partnerships 

GHP School Streets

More to come!

    years later, we’re still wondering. 

We’re still pushing for better.
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